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Addendum
NLITE and AHCI Installation Guide

nLite

nLite is an application program that allows you to customize your XP installation disc by in-
tegrating the RAID/AHCI drivers into the disc. By using nLite, the F6 function key usually re-
quired during installation is no longer needed.  

Note:
The installation steps below are based on nLite version 1.4.9. Installation procedures 
may slightly vary if you’re using another version of the program.

1.	 Download	the	program	from	nLite’s	offical	website.	

 http://www.nliteos.com/download.html 

2. Install nLite.

Important:
Due	 to	 it’s	 coding	with	 Visual.Net,	 you	may	 need	 to	 first	 install	 .NET	 Framework	
prior to installing nLite.

3.	 Download	relevant	RAID/AHCI	driver	files	from	Intel’s	website.	The	drivers	you	choose	will	
depend on the operating system and chipset used by your computer.

 The downloaded driver files 
should include iaahci.cat,  iaAH-
CI.inf, iastor.cat, iaStor.inf, IaS-
tor.sys,	 license.txt	 and	 TXTSET-
UP.OEM.
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4. Insert the XP installation disc 
into an optical drive.

5. Launch nLite. The Welcome 
screen will appear. Click Next.

6. Click Next to temporarily save 
the	 Windows	 installation	 files	 to	
the designated default folder. 

 If you want to save them in an-
other folder, click Browse, select 
the folder and then click Next.
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7. Click Next.

8. In the Task Selection dialog box, 
click Drivers and Bootable 
ISO. Click Next.
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9.  Click Insert and then select 
Multiple driver folder to select 
the drivers you will integrate. 
Click Next.

10.  Select only the drivers appro-
priate for the Windows version 
that you are using and then 
click OK.

  Integrating 64-bit drivers into 
32-bit Windows or vice versa 
will	 cause	 file	 load	 errors	 and	
failed installation.
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11.  If you are uncertain of the 
southbridge chip used on your 
motherboard, select all RAID/
AHCI controllers and then click 
OK.

12.  Click Next.
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13.  The program is currently inte-
grating the drivers and apply-
ing changes to the installation.

14.		 When	 the	 program	 is	 finished	
applying the changes, click 
Next.



7

15.  To create an image, select the 
Create Image mode under 
the General section and then 
click Next.

16.  Or you can choose to burn it 
directly to a disc by selecting 
the Direct Burn mode under 
the General section. 

  Select the optical device and 
all other necessary settings 
and then click Next.
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17.		 You	 have	 finished	 customizing	
the Windows XP installation 
disc. Click Finish. 

	 	 Enter	 the	 BIOS	 utility	 to	 con-
figure	 the	 SATA	 controller	 to	
RAID/AHCI. You can now in-
stall Windows XP.
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AHCI

The	installation	steps	below	will	guide	you	in	configuring	your	SATA	drive	to	AHCI	mode.

1.	 Enter	the	BIOS	utility	and	configure	the	SATA	controller	to	IDE	mode.	

2. Install Windows XP but do not press F6. 

3.	 Download	 relevant	RAID/AHCI	driver	files	 supported	by	 the	motherboard	 chipset	 from	 In-
tel’s website. 

 Transfer the downloaded driver 
files	to	C:\AHCI.

4.	 Open	 Device	 Manager	 and	 right	
click on one of the Intel Serial 
ATA Storage Controllers, then 
select Update Driver.

 If the controller you selected did 
not work, try selecting another 
one.
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5. In the Hardware Update Wizard 
dialog box, select “No, not this 
time” then click Next.

6. Select “Install from a list or 
specific location (Advanced)” 
and then click Next.

7. Select “Don’t search. I will 
choose the driver to install” 
and then click Next.
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8. Click “Have Disk”.

9.	 Select	 C:\AHCI\iaAHCI.inf	 and	
then click Open.

10.  Select the appropriate 
AHCI Controller of your 
hardware device and then 
click Next.
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11.  A warning message appeared 
because the selected SATA 
controller did not match your 
hardware device. 

  Ignore the warning and click 
Yes to proceed.

12.  Click Finish.

13.  The system’s settings have 
been changed. Windows XP 
requires that you restart the 
computer. Click Yes.

14.		 Enter	 the	 BIOS	 utility	 and	
modify the SATA controller 
from	 IDE	 to	 AHCI.	 By	 doing	
so, Windows will work normally 
with the SATA controller that is 
in AHCI mode.
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